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* MINUTES — STORM SEWER UTILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, February 19, 2019

GENERAL . . . The Storm Sewer Utility Advisory Committee meeting was held Tuesday, February
19, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. in Council Chambers on the first floor of the new Utility Departments Addition to
Borough Hall, 100 South Second Street, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Present: Members Carla
Christian, Alice Elia, Tanya Nitterhouse, Ken Adams, Mike Kalathas, Tim Murray, Edward Peters,
Phil Tarquino and Jason Warrenfeltz. Advisors Phil Wolgemuth, Assistant to the Borough Manager,
Andrew Stottlemyer, Storm Sewer System Manager, Zach Rice, Salzmann-Hughes Borough
Solicitor, Bill Kick, HRG Assistant Vice President and Bruce Hulshizer, HRG Financial Services
Project Manager. Absent: Members Herb Dolaway and Bernie Washabaugh, Jr.

VISITORS . . . (See attached) DE 4
N Fr

INTRODUCTIONS AND OPENING REMARKS

Mr. Stottlemyer explained that the process to prepare a Storm Sewer Utility Rate Structure and Credit
Program has been in process for a while. The Borough has updated their aerial photography and
now has impervious coverage mapping Borough-wide. Digitizing the aerial photography in order to
get impervious coverages was a very time consuming process. He said that Herbert, Rowland &
Grubic, Inc. (HRG), Bill Kick and Bruce Hulshizer, were hired by Town Council to guide them, staff
and the community through a detailed planning and analysis process to change the current $4 per
month fee to a fee schedule based on lot impervious coverage along with a credit program to reduce
the amount. He said there is a lot of age to the current storm sewer system with necessary upgrades
as well as best management practices to install as part of the Chesapeake Bay Pollutant Reduction
Plan. He introduced the Committee members and said each member was someone that would be
impacted and appreciated their unique perspectives.

Mr. Kick, HRG Assistant Vice President, explained what stormwater is and the history and evolution
of stormwater management practices. He said the Borough has an Ordinance (251-9) for storm
sewer and it prohibits the runoff from car washing. He explained that the Borough created the
Chesapeake Bay Pollutant Reduction Plan, hired Andrew Stottlemyer, created fees and the Advisory
Committee due to the regulatory requirements of the MS4 program that includes goals to reduce
pollutants by 2023. He said that block pavers and porous asphalt is one BMP that the Borough
utilizes. He went over the MS4 Challenges that have to be met and informed the Committee that the
Borough's storm sewer consists of 72 miles of pipes, 32 miles of open channels, 2,758 inlets, 83
detention basins, 39 rain gardens and 103 subsurface detention basins. The entire system needs to
continue to be maintained similar to the sanitary sewer system.

Mr. Stottlemyer wanted to correct Mr. Kick on two points; he said that the Ordinance does not
regulate single residential car washing but does regulate stormwater from commercial car washes.
He also clarified that the Borough doesn'’t require pervious asphalt; it can be used but has to be
consistent with Borough Ordinance.

Mr. Ken Adams, Business Manager of King Street Church, asked what happens if there is a fund
raising car wash and Mr. Wolgemuth responded that they are usually not enforced with violation
notices.

Mr. Mike Kalathas, The Orchards, asked what would happen if the Borough would not meet the MS4
requirements and Mr. Stottlemyer said that he didn’t feel that was a problem because they have a
few constructed BMPs already but still have a lot to do. He said that they are further along than the
municipalities around us (Hamilton, Greene and St. Thomas). He said that Best Management
Practices on private property may be a challenge because the property owner would have to approve
the project.
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Mr. Kalathas also asked: what would happen if the property owner declines to implement BMP’s on
their property as part of the Chesapeake Bay Pollutant Reduction Plan and whether or not the private
property owner would incur any costs. Mr. Stottlemyer said it would probably not cost them anything
and if they declined for BMP’s to be constructed on their property, then the Borough would have to
find an alternate location for implementation.

Mr. Kick explained that this is where the credits would come into play. ™

Bruce Hulshizer, HRG Financial Services Project Manager, explained that the storm sewer utility is
established to generate a dedicated source of funding where users pay a fee based on land use and
runoff. He emphasized it is a “dedicated fund” not like property tax. He said it has to be done now
because of the additional operation and maintenance responsibilities because of the requirements,
funding and staffing necessary to fully comply with increased regulations of the 2018 MS4 permit. He
said the utility would create funds solely directed to storm sewer system management. He said fees
can be collected from tax exempt users, credits provided based on level of service received and
provide incentives for businesses to reduce impervious coverage. He explained the goals for 2019
and said that it’s better to be proactive rather than reactive. He said the Borough continues to
increase public education by placing information on website.

Ms. Tanya Nitterhouse, Sunnyhill Properties, asked if prior to a developer designing a project, if Mr.
Stottlemyer would give them suggestions that would help them plan a design that would reduce their
impervious surface to minimize cost to them for the storm sewer utility and Mr. Stottlemyer said that
he would.

Mr. Hulshizer said that the importance of the Committee is to be a partnership between the Borough
and citizens and also to serve as liaisons for areas of influence for the storm sewer program.

Mr. Stottlemyer asked the members whether they should keep the meetings on the third Tuesday of
each month and the members agreed. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 19, 2019 at
3:00 pm.

Mr. Brandon Stouffer, Brandale LLC, felt that presentations are helpful to the public but wanted to
know whether the fee would be decided sooner rather than later. Was there a timeframe?

Mr. Wolgemuth informed him that they have no way of knowing what the fee may be but over the
course of the meetings the next few months they will work it out and recommended for interested
parties try to come to all meetings.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:12 p.m.
Respecitfully submitted,

L/.z.:vz_ Y /74/2/?_/
Cindy Hafrr

Secretarty Il
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